
Key moments since Article  50 was triggered

2017

French Presidential 
Election - 
Emmanuel Macron 
elected President

UK deadline for 
agreeing transition 
deal and trade 
terms 

UK government’s 
EU Withdrawal Bill 
(formerly Great 
Repeal Bill) to 
receive Royal 
Assent

2018 
Italian 
General 
Election

Transition phase 
will commence if 
UK negotiates      
a transition deal.

UK leaving the EU 
must be ratified by 
EU27, the 
European Council 
and the European 
Parliament

Brexit is complete 
(or transition 
phase begins?)

German Federal 
Election - Angela 
Merkel re-elected 
as Chancellor

March Phase II 
UK-EU negotiations 
continue

October Phase I and 
II UK-EU negotiations 
continue

Five rounds of 
UK-EU Brexit 
negotiations 
conclude but 
certain issues 
around financial 
settlement, citizens’ 
rights and the 
border remain 
unresolved

Phase II talks on 
transition and future 
EU-UK relationship, 
including trade, 
could begin if 
sufficient progress is 
made on the basic 
principles of all three 
Phase I exit issues.

UK General 
Election - Theresa 
May re-elected as 
Prime Minister

Brexit negotiations 
formally begin. 
EU-UK agree 
negotiations first 
centre on Exit Issues 
(citizens’ rights, 
financial matters & 
Irish issues) before 
consideration of 
future relationship 
(Phase II)

June 
19

May 
7

June 
8

Sept 
24

Dec

Oct 

2018

Mar

Spring

May

Implementation of 
General Data 
Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) 
deadline for EU 
countries

May

Mar

2019

Jan

Apr

2019-
2022

Negotiations to be 
completed by this date 
to allow for ratification 
of Exit/Withdrawal 
Agreement by UK and 
EU before March 2019

Oct

Theresa May 
delivers speech in 
Florence, Italy

Sept 
22


