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Employment Permit 
Processing Times 

Processing times as of mid-August 
were just over 2 weeks for Trusted 
Partner applications and over 6 
weeks for standard applications. 
Reviews requested by applicants 
where employment permit 
applications were refused are 
currently taking in excess of 12 
weeks. Applications for Stamp 4 
support letters are currently being 
processed after approximately 3 
weeks.  

The latest figures from the 
Department of Justice and Equality 
(DJEI) also show that in 2017 so far, 
6,771 applications for employment 
permits have been received. Indian 
nationals comprised the largest 
cohort of applicants followed by 
citizens of Pakistan, Sudan, the 
Philippines and the USA. The 
largest employment sector was 
Medical & Nursing followed by the 
Service Industry.  

Visa Application Processing 
Times 

The current advice from Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration 
Services (INIS) is that most 
applicants can expect a decision on 
their visa application within 8 
weeks of submission to the Dublin 
Visa Office, local international office 
or Irish Embassy.  

Currently in Dublin, visas for the 
purposes of employment or 
business are being processed within 
approximately 3 weeks while study 
visas are taking around 8 weeks. 
Visas to join family members in 
Ireland are taking much longer, in 
the region of 6 months. As with all 
applications, individuals need to 
engage with the process as early as 
possible.  

 

 

 

 

With the Irish immigration system moving 
to online applications and appointments, 
the message this summer is to engage with 
the process as early as possible. 
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INIS, Burgh Quay Online Booking System 

The introduction of an online booking system for 
registration at the Burgh Quay Registration 
Office was aimed at eliminating the infamously 
long early morning queue. The queue is indeed 
gone, but we have discovered that it is now more 
important than ever to engage with the 
immigration authorities as early as possible.  

While the online system has the capacity to offer 
appointments up to 10 weeks in advance, slots 
book out early and employees who delay 
booking theirs are in danger of complications 
down the line.  

While emergency appointments are released for 
booking each day at 2.30pm, these disappear 
quickly and employees may find themselves 
checking back repeatedly in the hope of getting 
one. Our advice remains that employees must 
book well in advance of the required registration 
or renewal date.  

 
Automatic Border Control Gates (e-gates) 
on the Way  

The DJEI confirmed the signing of a framework 
contract that will see Automatic Border Control 
Gates (e-gates) installed at Irish ports of entry. 
20 gates will initially be installed at Dublin 
Airport before the end of 2017 and, if successful, 
further gates will be rolled out both at Dublin 
and other ports across Ireland. The gates will 
initially be available for EU travellers over the 
age of 18. An e-passport or Irish passport card 
will enable passengers to use the gates.  

The system, which uses facial recognition 
technology and allows a single Immigration 
Officer to monitor a number of gates, will mean 
speedier processing times for passengers at 
immigration control. 

INIS Expands Visa Centres 

The INIS visa office in Beijing recently opened 
three new visa application centres in China at 
Kunming, Xi'an and Changsha, making it easier 
for workers from China, Hong Kong, Macau and 
Mongolia to obtain long stay visas before 
travelling to Ireland. This also comes as INIS 
reorganised some of its international operations, 
with the visa office in Ankara, Turkey now taking 
responsibility for applications from Qatari 
nationals.  

These offices form part of INIS’s network of 7 
international visa offices (Abu Dhabi, Abuja, 
Ankara, Beijing, London, Moscow and New 
Delhi). This gives visa-required employees easier 
access to visa services and appointments. 

 
Delays at New Delhi Visa Office 

Visa applicants using the services of the Irish 
Embassy in New Delhi have been warned to 
expect significant delays in processing times 
until the end of September. Additionally, the 
processing of Category D Residency Visas to join 
family/parent/spouse is currently suspended, 
except for holders of a Critical Skills employment 
permit, Intra-Company Transfer employment 
permit and members of the Business Express 
Programme. It is expected that processing of 
these visas will recommence in October 2017.  

 

Our advice is to ensure that all appointments and 
applications are made at the earliest possible time. 

 


