
Contribution &  
Continuity of Airline 
Economics and Airfinance 
Journal Conferences

For the past number of years Dublin in January has been home to two 
of the world’s biggest aircraft leasing conferences, Airline Economics 
Growth Frontiers Conference held in The Shelbourne Hotel and global 
Airfinance Journal Conference held in The Convention Centre. The 
conferences and their generous sponsors and visiting delegates 
provide a welcome buzz to Dublin in what would otherwise be a quiet 

January. The last five years has seen major growth for both these 
conferences in Ireland. Looking back to 2013, the Airline Economics 
conference had 612 attendees in total. By 2018, the conference was 
approximately six times that with a total attendance of 3,621. The 
Airfinance Journal conference has increased over 50% in the last 4 
years from an attendance of 1,271 in 2014 to 1,950 in 2018. 
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Fáilte Ireland estimates that each international delegate 
attending a conference in Ireland is worth approximately 
€1,600* ($1,811) to the Irish economy. Therefore based on 
available data for 2018, it is estimated that the contribution 
of international delegates to the Irish economy in 2018 
was $6.915/€6.137 million. This figure accounts for 
average expenditure by international delegates on a wide 
range of services, e.g. accommodation, food and drink, 
entertainment, transport, shopping and conference fees.

This excludes expenditure by Irish delegates and the 
spend by the conference organisers themselves to host 
the conference. When the spend incurred in Ireland by 
the conference organisers to host the events is included, 

the Airline Economics and Airfinance Journal aviation 
conferences in January in Dublin contributed in excess of 
$8.519/€7.452 million to the Irish economy in 2018.

Ireland is renowned for being the home of aircraft leasing 
and for being the first choice location globally from which 
to own and lease aviation assets. In tandem with this, 
Dublin is and continues to be home to the largest aircraft 
leasing conferences in the world. In January 2018, the 
combined total of the Airline Economics and Airfinance 
Journal conferences in Dublin was 5,571 delegates. The 
nearest competitor to the Dublin conferences was Hong 
Kong who had 3,261 delegates in total between the two 
equivalent conferences in Hong Kong in October 2018.

While the overall total number of delegates is important, the real monetary benefit 
to Ireland and the Irish economy is the total number of international delegates 
travelling to Dublin to participate in the conferences. Again the growth in number 
of international delegates attending both the conferences has been phenomenal. 
In 2013 the total number of international delegates attending the Airline Economics 
conference in Dublin was 444 (of which 212 were from the US). In 2018 that number 
has grown by over five times to 2,227 international delegates (of which Asia has 
surpassed the US region with the highest number of attendees at 1,006). For the 
Airfinance Journal conference in 2017 1,385 delegates were international travellers 
out of a total of 1,679 attendees (i.e. over 80%). Airfinance Journal estimates that 
for its 2018 conference there was a similar percentage of international delegates at 
its Dublin conference i.e. approximately 1,600 international delegates.

Dublin hosts the 
world’s largest 
airfinance conferences

5,571 airfinance 
conference delegates 
came to Dublin in 2018

Approx $7 million 
contributed to the Irish economy 
by international delegates

Airline Economics and Airfinance 
Journal conferences have increased by 

300% since 2013

Over $8.5 million 
was contributed to the Irish economy 
in 2018 by airfinance conferences



Over 60% of all leased aircraft worldwide are 
managed by Irish-based leasing companies

An Irish-leased 
aircraft takes off 

every two seconds

a comprehensive and quality 

double tax treaty 
network with  

over 70 countries
where most provide for zero 
withholding tax on inbound  

lease rentals and 

almost 80%  
deliver a favourable result for 

aviation finance companies

a tax regime which is robust,  
certain and transparent - 

a low rate of 
corporation tax 
and a depreciation writeoff period 
of 8 years compared with a typical 
20-25 year economic life

being recognised as a 

centre of excellence
 in this sector, with an 

industry cluster based here, 
a skilled workforce, strong 

education programmes and a 
supportive government

flexibility in the 
adoption of recognised 
accounting standards
(i.e. IFRS, US GAAP or Irish GAAP) 
for financial reporting

Home to Aviareto 
managers of the international registry 

of mobile assets

leasing companies based in Ireland
over 50

Aviation and Ireland have a special relationship. Today, Ireland 
is the global centre for aviation finance and aircraft leasing.

Ireland’s significant presence in the global aircraft industry 
can be attributed to many factors including the following:

$660m
Total contribution to the Irish 
economy, excluding tax

Approx 5,000
FTE jobs supported annually 
in the Irish economy

*as per 

PwC 2018  
Taking Flight report

Ireland remains the leader globally
for aviation

About ALI
ALI is the central representative voice for 
aircraft leasing in Ireland with a primary 
objective to maintain Ireland’s position as 
the leading centre for aircraft leasing in 
the world through direct collaboration with 
government and stakeholders. 
aircraftleasingireland.ie 

About PwC
PwC Ireland’s aviation practice has 
unparalleled industry experience and 
expertise. Our team includes highly 
experienced, cross-functional aviation 
specialists who have worked exclusively in 
the aircraft finance sector, fulfilling a wide 
variety of our clients’ assurance, tax and 
advisory requirements. Our diverse team 
background and relevant skill-sets has 
resulted in us being the preferred choice 
for our clients, with the result that we have 
acted as advisor to lessors, airlines, banks, 
investors, manufacturers and governments. 
Our extensive experience in aviation 
transactions enables us to thoroughly 
address the relevant tax, commercial and 
financial considerations which our clients 
require. As a result, PwC Ireland is in the 
unique position to be able to support all of 
the requirements of aviation stakeholders to 
an unrivalled extent. 
pwc.ie/aviationfinance

https://www.aircraftleasingireland.ie/
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